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. 
“Securing a Policy Framework that Promotes 
Lifelong Learning”
The theme for our group work is how to promote lifelong learning. According to my understanding it is not enough to offer special education for adults even if the choice of courses is large and varied. Something more is required. In Sweden this 'more' that will give constant stimulus and lust for learning and understanding is called study circles. Three out of four Swedes take part in these voluntary study circles and pay for them out of their own pockets at least once in their adult lives. About 20% of all Swedes participate in a study circle or a culture group every year. 
The study circle gives no formal competence, but the aim of participants is to increase the knowledge about the chosen subject or study area, to get to know other adults, to improve their participation in associations, to strengthen idealistic commitment or to start a local project. There are as many potential subjects and motives for participating in a study circle as there are participants. There are 11 different education associations in Sweden and each of the study organisations has its own ideological outlook for all the study circles and cultural activities. 
The functions carried out by educational associations from folk high schools are subsidised by the government but are not controlled by it. The participants take part in the activities of their own free will. No one can force the lust for studies but at best it can grow at a natural age or from childhood. Free and voluntary adult educational activities which everyone can take part in and which are based on the participant's own interest and needs - that is the most important thing we think in Sweden. 
Looking at the OECD report about literacy studies, people asked us about Sweden. 'You don't have better schools in Sweden than we have,' the other countries said. 'We now have what you have. So why are the results for adults better in Sweden than in our country?' The only thing we can find that was different in Sweden than in the other participating countries was this popular-based system for continuous studying, free will, popular-based. 
